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beings and still matter into togetherness and unity.”
 — Ching Chang, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

unisons explode into lush incomprehensible chords.

dissonance and harmony.

“A stunning group unlike
any other…absolutely
electrifying!”
     — Garrison Keillor,
     A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION

“An earbending experience…

of rugged beauty.”
     — Allan Ulrich,
     SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER
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MISSION AND HISTORY

stunning dissonances, asymmetric rhythms, intricate ornamentation, lush harmonies, and resonant strength 

Oakland, CA each season. 

In 2000, Kitka launched the New Folksongs Commissioning Project

composers on lm soundtracks. Other collaborations of note include creating the role of the Greek Chorus in 
ACT’s Hecuba; the creation of Women in Black  Songs 
from Mama’s Table e Rusalka 
Cycle: Songs Between the Worlds

Kitka has released 11 acclaimed CD recordings, most recently Cradle Songs Kitka and Davka in 
Concert: Old and New World Jewish Music has been broadcast on more than 100 PBS stations and has been an 

www.kitka.org/about
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 CRITICAL RESPONSE

“Kitka’s music accompanies my life.”

so chillingly beautiful, by anyone’s standards, that the entire 

 — Summer Burkes, THE GUARDIAN

           — , THE MUSIC BOX 

haunting balance of beauty and brashness. . . . breathtaking, 
intense and gorgeous.” 
           — THE TRENTON TIMES

 — Heidi Zemach, NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO

    — Larry Luther, LEDGER DISPATCH
 

    — Bill Tilland, OPTION

of Kitka.”

“Kitka shares the same haunting repertoire as Le Mystère 

Russian, and Ukrainian folk material—but Kitka’s sonority 
is much more supple and lyrical than its Bulgarian 
counterpart.”
    — Rick Reger, THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

 — Paul Hertelendy, ARTS SF.COM

last note fades into the breath of the in nite.”

surprising …”
 — Deanne Sole, POPMATTERS.COM
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 CRITICAL RESPONSE, continued

unforgettable.”

 — Don Heckman, LOS ANGELES TIMES

as celebrations of community. Kitka executed the Balkan 
microtonal harmonies and dissonance and the diaphonic 

 — Derk Richardson, BILLBOARD

harmonies seemed to linger in the darkness, throbbing like 

of time.”

“One of the most unusual, delightful and technically 

and intonation, from the nasality and glottal stops of the 

harmonies of Macedonia.”

“Kitka tra cked in ghostly harmonies and delicious 

“Gusty Kitka sings to the heart.”

an exotic, but strangely familiar, language … [Kitka] reaches 
a sublimity that is hard to match.”
 — Mac McDonald, THE MONTEREY HERALD

 — Mark Alburger, 20th CENTURY MUSIC

the mind.”

styles.”

gold thread in the sumptuous musical tapestry.”

note, the complex rhythms, and harmonies that Kitka 

each other in song.”

 — Rocky Leplin, HILLS PUBLICATIONS
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TOURING PROGRAMS

Eastern Europe and beyond, special programs include:

ethnic and spiritual traditions.
“A refreshing spin on traditional seasonal choral music ... A thoroughly marvelous concert!”
— Steve Zakar, producer, National Public Radio’s PERFORMANCE TODAY

Sanctuary 

“Kitka’s tone is pure, and tuning is impeccable. Its ensemble and phrasing is highly evolved. ere is strange 
wonder in the stunning arrangements of richly asymmetrical folk music Kitka performed.”
— Rick Walters, EXPRESS MILWAUKEE

Erlen. e Rusalka Cycle

“  may be the most forceful piece of music
the ensemble has ever been associated with.”
— J. Poet, EAST BAY EXPRESS  

Cradle Songs 
A tender, playful, and sometimes haunting program exploring traditional lullabies and songs of childhood.

“ e combination of lulling melodies and stark, o en startling harmonies creates an exquisitely
pleasurable frisson.”
— Andrew Gilbert, LOS ANGELES TIMES

“[Kitka] presented Darwin’s jocular intelligence with absolute integrity and conviction.”
— Daniel J. Kushner, THE POST-STANDARD

Kitka in e Rusalka Cycle
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RESIDENCY ACTIVITIES

Vocal Ensemble Workshops/Masterclasses (1-3 hours)

audiences alike.

Open Your Voice: An Introduction to Balkan and Slavic Folk Singing (1-3 hours)

Young People’s Programs (45 minutes to 1 hour)

historical songs, lullabies, healing songs, and songs in praise of nature, Kitka’s singers share colorful stories that 

Lecture/Demonstration (1 hour)

Open Rehearsal (1-2 hours)

material for performance.

Balkan Dance/Song Workshop (1 hour)

and melodies through traditional folk dances.

Kitka Community Sing (2 hours)

from their repertoire.

Kitka choral master class students:
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RECORDINGS

Cradle Songs
Diaphonica CD 2009

e Rusalka Cycle:
Songs Between the Worlds

Diaphonica CD 20071

e Vine
Diaphonica CD 2002

Voices on the Eastern Wind
Diaphonica CD 092

Cantigas de Amigo

Nectar

Sanctuary:
A Cathedral Concert

Wintersongs
Diaphonica CD 2004

e Origin

ese and other Kitka
recordings and merchandise 
can be purchased through 
www.kitka.org/store or by 
calling 510-444-0323.

Kitka & Davka In Concert: 
Old and New World
Jewish Music (DVD)

© Forest Creatures Entertainment, 2006
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